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Focal Point Team Editors' Note: 
 
Dear NCPP members & colleagues: 
  
July is a great month for NCPP to celebrate! It all 
started with fireworks on the 4th of July. Hope you all 
had a fantastic time and took amazing photographs of the night sky. 
  
NCPP members also are on fire!  Four of them passed the Certification 
Exam on June 6. CONGRATULATIONS! We are all proud of you and hope 
you will encourage those of us who still have to study and take this exam. 
Do not forget about the PPC Photo Expo Convention in San Francisco 
Aug. 21-23. Registration for PPC members is free and definitely worth at-
tending. Check for more details online. 
  
CONGRATULATIONS to our NCPP colleagues: Ann Gordon, Brent D. 
Walton, Denny Weigand and Wayne Miller for receiving a special recogni-
tion at the 2009 International PPA Annual Print Competition! 
  
We have a fantastic speaker line-up for upcoming months: 
~Aug. 11 -Julia Woods-Portraits/Marketing 
~Sept. 8 -Roberto Valenzuela  
~Oct. 13 -Dawn Shields-Weddings/Marketing/Magazines 
  
In the August issue look for a special interview with Gustavo Fernandez, 
the NCPP member whose work was recently featured in June’s Range-
finder. Way to go, Gustavo! 
 
On a different note, we said goodbye to President Brent Walton, who car-
ried his role and responsibilities with charisma and was always there to 
help and support our organization and its members. And we welcome our 
new President Randy Cazinha,1st VP Wayne Miller and 2nd VP Denny 
Weigand and wish them the best of success as NCPP officers for 2009-
2010. 
  
Have a fun, successful and exciting summer! Learn new skills and expand 
your business and creativity. Thank you for all your contributions to Focal 
Point. 
  
Never give up on your dreams! 
  
Your Focal Point Team, 
Paula Buzatu, Ananda Shorey and Denny Weigand 
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  President’s Message  

D. Brent Walton, President, NCPP  
Photo by: John Kidd 

You've probably all heard the story 
about a hatching chick. During the 
hatching process, if you help the 
chick by breaking away the shell, 
the chick doesn't develop the mus-
cles needed for survival. It is that 
struggle that helps the chick sur-
vive. 
Serving as NCPP president has 
presented some struggles (some 
of which would not be appropriate 
to mention). Let me just say that 
they involved some difficult deci-
sions and some sticky situations. 
During some of those struggles I 
would wish they would just go 
away, or that someone else could 
be president. 
 
I don't tell you this to scare you 
away from serving as a NCPP offi-
cer. On the contrary. I tell you this 
because with struggle comes re-
wards. 
 
Imagine wanting to develop rip-
pling six-pack abs. There is no 
pain free way to do it. You would 
have to do sit-ups and crunches 
and other abdominal exercises. 
You would have to do them often 
and with increasing intensity as 
those muscles develop. 
 
I feel that the struggles faced as 
NCPP president have been well 

worth the personal growth I have 
experienced. I have learned how 
to better choose my battles. I have 
learned that few things are so ur-
gent that you can't sleep on it and 
see how you feel about it in the 
morning. (All were worth any 
stress I may have had over the 
last 12 months.) I have learned 
that people respond better to a 
personal request than they do a 
generic e-mail. (Something we 
should all remember when e-
mailing a bunch of customers 
about a studio special !!! A per-
sonal call to each might take a 
little longer, but might get more 
results.) Above all, I have learned 
to express my gratitude more fre-
quently. 
 
Speaking of gratitude, I owe a lot 
of you a HUGE thank you. There 
are people who when asked 
stepped up to the plate and have 
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done a wonderful job. There are 
people who were not asked, but 
came out of the woodwork and 
have done a wonderful job. Night 
School, monthly programs, Focal 
Point, membership, apprentice 
program, sustaining membership, 
hospitality, sign-in table, print com-
petition, our website, certification 
study groups, and the list goes on. 
They are all things that require 
sacrifice on behalf of someone. 
Please, please say, “Thank You,” 
to those people too. And, if you are 
one of those who have contributed 
in any way to NCPP this last year – 
even if it was just coming to a 
meeting or two because that is all 
your life allowed – Thank YOU 
from the depths of my heart. You 
made my job much easier. 
Just a little about my plans for the 
years to come… 
 
My new address 213 W. Main 
Street, Palmyra, New York, 14522. 
The phone number is (315) 597-
3829. Aside from that, my e-mail 
remains the same. 
 
We bought a small office building 
at 212 & 214 E Main Street, about 
¼ mile from the house. Originally, I 
thought I would use one suite for 
my studio, and the other for an art 
gallery. However, we've come to 
like our tenants and are now think-
ing of other plans. 
 
For the immediate future, I am go-
ing to take the dry house on the 

property, and convert one room 
into an office, and the other into my 
studio. It has a finished attic and I 
will use that for studio storage. 
That will take care of my office and 
studio for the time being. 
 
I'll use the house as my gallery for 
now. It is just Elizabethe and me 
these days, so it should be easier 
to do. And, during the tourist sea-
son, I may rent a storefront down-
town for a temporary gallery. 
 
We have already held two work-
shops at the house. The venue for 
workshops is quite unique. The 
basement is finished and a large 
section is a re-creation of an old 
English tavern. I have mounted a 
screen from the ceiling and have 
conference tables that we bring out 
for small workshops (up to 12 stu-
dents). The “bar” is stocked with 
soft drinks (sorry, no beer), nuts 
and snacks for students who get 
the munchies during class. 
 
The yard has several areas fit for 
portraits. There is a shade garden 
with a huge wood door that looks 
like a castle entrance. There are 
several stonewalls with holly 
bushes, ferns, and other plants 
that make unique backdrops. 
There are huge maple trees with 
trunks large enough to pose a 
large family in front of them. There 
woodvine covered walls, and I 
could go on. 
 


