


























May 2009 The Focal Point

Digital Tips, Tricks and Techniques

The new Adjustments Panel
in Photoshop CS4

The advantage to using Adjustment Layers is that they are - in the
words of Scott Kelby “Undos that live forever.” When you save your
image as a layered file, all your Adjustment Layers are saved with it.
That means you can go back any time and change that adjustment
without damage to the image file. And unlike multiple image layers, an
adjustment layer adds very little to the file size.

Adjustment layers have been available through many versions of
Photoshop, but CS4 has given it its own panel, making it even more
user friendly.
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Lavers [
INnrmal j Cpaciby:

Fill: [ 1005 [+ | In CS2 or 3 or 4 you
can create an

Adjustment Layer by
clicking on the black/
white circle icon at
the bottom of the
layers palette.

T
reate new Fill or adjustment laver |

From the drop down menu choose which type
of adjustment you want.

Here I've chosen Hue/Saturation.
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You can see in the Layer Mask where I've painted in the Adjustment.

I think I like this softer effect. But what if | didn't? Or what if | just want to
try something different?

At the bottom of the
Adjustment panel
click here

to reset the adjustment to
the default values.

Or click the Trash Can
to remove the Adjustment layer.
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Continue to hold down the mouse button, drag to the right to increase
saturation, drag to the left to decrease saturation. (To change Hue, you
would hold down the Ctrl key as you drag.)

Notice that the cursor has changed to a hand pointing at a double arrow.
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I've over-adjusted the saturation in the yellows here to demonstrate
that the yellow adjustment did not have much effect on the boy’'s
skin tones, which are mainly red. However, we will still have to paint
in the Adjustment Layer mask to confine the adjustment to the
background foliage. It will be easiest to hide the adjustment and then
paint it back in where we need it.

Fill the Adjustment
layer mask with
black by going to

Edit/Fill. Choose ‘R

Black from the

drop down menu. . !v%- E

Click OK. ).
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Choose a soft edge brush. Paint with white on _ 4a) ) 5
the black mask. = EOEJJN
Lower the Opacity of the brush to about 35% so you can

build up the effect as you paint.
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If you're using CS3 or earlier this
A E [ | dialog box will pop up.
- F | e | |
T Make your adjustment, click OK.
T o ko, | _
H g | To change the adjustment you
Lightess: - need to reopen the dialog box by
0 clicking on the thumbnail in the
¢ 5 g o od Layers palette, make the change
- and then click OK to close the
dialog box.

And Photoshop is ‘frozen’ until you click OK. You can’t do anything else until
you close the Adjustment Layer dialog box by clicking OK.

So here’s what Adobe has done to improve Adjustment layers in CS4.
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When you create an adjustment layer, the Adjustment Panel appears.
Notice that there is no OK button. This is because the adjustments are
“live.” In other words the Adjustment layer stays open while you create a
new layer, paint on a layer, run a filter, do a Save, etc. If you want to
tweak the Adjustment just mouse over to the Adjustment panel and make
your changes.

Note - You will have to click on the Adjustment layer in the Layers palette
first to make it the active layer.
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Lao Click here

ADJUSTMENTS

Hue/Saturation [ooms 2] Moo in the Adjustment
N Daault panel and you get a
L 0 | drop down menu
wanobype .
Hue: Increase Saturation Mare ,_ Wlth some presetS
?_: Increase Saturation -
Saturation: <ld Style 4

T Red Eaast Just fOf fun, hel’e’S

Lightrisss M the Sepia preset.
— =17'0NQ Saturation

“fellow Boost

L You can always fine
H  tune the Presets to
your own taste.
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But what | really want to do with this image is tone down the garish yellow
foliage in the sunlit background. First I'll choose Default to remove the
Sepia adjustment.
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s sl slion

= Click here
to get the drop
down menu.

Since | want to tone down
the yellow, I'll choose
Yellow from the menu.

Here | reduced the
Saturation and also
darkened the yellows
slightly by reducing
Lightness.

Notice that the color bars
at the bottom of the
panel indicate the colors
that are being affected
by the adjustments.
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A new feature in CS4 is called the Targeted Adjustment Tool (TAT). It
lets you click and drag an adjustment directly on the image.

ADJUSTMENTS
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#
Saturation: | 0
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Click here

to activate the TAT.

Lightress:

Then click and hold the area on the image that you want to adjust.

| want to adjust the bright yellow sunlit tree in the background.

Notice that the cursor
first appears as an
Eyedropper tool.

And the Eyedropper
determined that the yellow
tones would be adjusted.
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